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Par i sh Clergy:  

Fr. Peter Finnerty  P.P .  Tel 8313722 
2 Maypark, Malahide Rd. 
Fr. John Ennis  C.C.   Tel 8313033 
1 Maypark, Malahide Rd. 
Sacristy      Tel 8316016 
Web Site : www.donnycarneyparish.ie  
Email : info@do nnycarneyparish.ie   
Marriages by appointment  
Baptism 2nd Sunday of each Month at 1pm  

 

Mass Times:  
Saturday Vigil : 6.30pm 
Sunday:   9.00am, 10.30, 12 Noon, 6.30pm 
Weekdays: (Mon/Fri)  8.00, 10.00,  
Saturday:  8.00, 10.00.  
Holy Days: Vigil Mass  7.30pm  

8.00, 10.00, 7.30pm 
Confessions: Sat 10.30 - 11.00am & 6.00 ï 6.30pm 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
Every Friday from 10.30am ï 6.00pm 

 
Scripture Readings for Sunday:  
As we come together as a community of Godôs people 
around the table of the Lord to celebrate the Eucharist, 
we acknowledge the importance of obedience to God in 
both word and deed. 
 
1st Reading:   Ezekiel calls the people to 
faithfulness by reasserting their responsibility 
for their actions.  
 
2nd Reading: Paul reminds us that in your mind 
you mus t be the same as Christ Jesus.  
 
Gospel: This parable reminds us that before 
Godôs love we can admit our guilt and ask for 
mercy.  
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will 
continue every Friday after 10.00am Mass until 
6.00pm in the evening . 
 
Fundraising Bingo:  
Fundraising Bingo will take place in the Social Service 
Centre,  St. Johnôs Courtôs on Monday 26 th  September  
2011 at 8.15pm .    
Books  - ú5   Jackpot  - ú2  Raffle  - ú2 

Notices : 
Crosscare ï Diocesan Social Care Agency:  
The Annual Collection for Crosscare  which took 
place last weekend amounted to ú 2,700 .  A fantastic 
response to this worthy cause.  Thank you to all who 
contributed.  

 
Family  Offering ï Planned Giving Envelopes:  
At present we are experiencing great difficulty in 
maintaining the numbers contributing to the 
Family/Envelope collection .   
Over the years we have had a terrific band of collectors, 
who week-in and week-out, made calls to the 
parishioners on their books for the envelopes but 
unfortunately today the collectors are few on the ground 
and many of you have been very good in dropping the 
envelope in the collection bags at Sunday Mass. 
 
The parish has a Direct Debit S ystem  in  place to 
facilitate those parishioners who have no collector we 
would encourage them to avail of this system.   
Application Forms for Direct Debit  payments are 
available in the Sacristy or Parish Office. 
 
We are also endeavouring to increase the numbers 
contributing to the Family Offering  to meet the 
demands for the coming year and beyond and anyone 
who ceased payment and wishes to renew his 
contribution , would be most welcome.  There are many 
new parishioners of whom we are unaware and we would 
also welcome their participation . 
 

 

New  
Musical  
Director  

 
Applications are invited for the position of Musical 
Director in Donnycarney.  Please forward your CV to 

Fr. Peter Finnerty P.P. V.F. ,  
2 Maypark, Malahide Rd. Donnycarney, Dublin 5  

 
Remembrance Plates on Church Pews:  
A special form  is available for those wishing to avail of 
this proposal.  Please contact the Parish Secretary for 
details.  It should be noted that all donations received  
are for the Church Refurbis hment Fund . 
 
Anniversary Masses:  
If you require an Anniversary Mass, please check in the 
sacristy with the Priest or the Sacristan after Mass times 
or phone 8316016.  

http://www.donnycarneyparish.ie/


Parish of Our Lady of Consolation                                

Sunday , September 25 th  20 11,   Twen ty-Six th  Sunday in Ordinary Time  
           

All items for inclusion in the Newsletter must be handed in by Monday to the Sacristy for the 

Editor  

 

 
Parents of  

Primary School  
             Children:  

  
Grinds for children in primary sc hool in my home or 
your home.        Junior Infants ï 6 th  Class  

¶ Maths   Weekdays/Weekends 

¶ Reading      Contact :  Mary -Beth Davoran  

¶ Homework Help  (Qualified Primary Teacher)  
Tel 087 312 5 143  
 

 

May they rest in peace  
Your prayers are asked for 
the repose of the soul of 
Francis who died recently.  

Francis Lambe  ï Grace Park Mdws . 
May his  soul and all the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 
 
Saints Feast Days this week:  
Mo n. 26 th  Sept. ï St. Cosmos & St. Damian  
Tu es 27th  Sept. ï  St.  Vincent de Paul  

Wed. 28 th  Sept. ï St. Wenceslaus  
Fri.   29 th  Sept . ï Ss. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael  
Sat.  30 th  Sept. ï  St. Jerome  

 
Blessing of the Animals/Pets:  

  
 

A Blessing of Animals/Pets will take place in the Car 
Park of Fai rview Church  on Sunday 3 rd  October  at 
2pm .   

 

 

 

International  
Eucharistic  

Congress  
News   

 
We are just nine months away from the event in June 
2012  and every month we will update the notice board 
near the Mortuary Chapel with the latest information on 
the Congress.  Please take a little time to peruse the 
latest notices or you can go online @www.iec2012.ie .  
 

 

Month of  
September  

 
Dedicated to  

The Seven 
Dolors of 

Mary   
Mary had three loves in her Immaculate Heart: God, her 
Son, and souls. She so loved the world that she gave her 
only Son. As St. Bernard said, "The sword would not 
have reached Jesus if it had not pierced Mary's 
heart." Mary loved souls and on Calvary, after suffering 
such cruel torments she merited being the mother of all 
mankind.  
Prayer :  
Mary, Mother of God , your sorrows were ordained by 
God from all eternity as part of the penalty to be paid for 
sin and were to mingle with t he suffering of your Son in 
the great sacrifice which was to redeem the world.  Amen 
 

 

 
Bridge  

 
Classes for  

 
Beginne rs  

 

Beaumont Brid ge Club  is organising a follow-up 
course for people who have acquired a basic knowledge 
of the game and who wish to progress to the stage where 
they can play with confidence in club competitions.  The 
course is designed to cover such aspects of the game as 
used conventions, defensive leads and card play. The six 
weeks course, which commences on Wednesday 5th  
October  and concludes on Wednesday 9 th 

November  and will be given by a qualified Bridge 
Teacher.  Each session will be of two hours duration ï 
8pm to 10pm.  Course fee is ú60  payable on the first 
night.  
Those requiring further information or wishing to book a 
place should contact Anne Marie, 8313568  or Brendan, 
8310351  or Mary 8473801.  
 
 
Our Lady of Mercy Convent, Beaumont:  
Our Lady of Mercy Convent, Beaumont will hold an 
Open Night  on Tuesday 27th September from 7 ï 9pm. 
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Irish Language Classes:  
Ranganna Gaeilge do Dhaoine Fásta  ï Irish 
Language Classes for Adults (mornings ) will be starting 
at the end of September.  Learn from scratch or brush-up 
on your cúpla focal in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.  
For further information, phone Honor  @ 8530437 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Priesthood Sunday:  
This is Sunday 28 th  September 2008 , is Priesthood 
Sunday , is a special day set aside to honour and 
promote priesthood.  It is a day to r eflect upon and 
affirm the role of the priesthood in the life of the Church 
as a central one.  This nationwide event is coordinated 
and sponsored by the Year of Vocation . 
The aim of the Year of Vocation  is to raise awareness 
of the common vocation that we all share through 
baptism, as expressed through witness, love and service. 
 
 
 
 
Family Offering ï Planned Giving Envelopes:  
As mentioned last week after each Mass on this weekend 
collectors will be available at the end of the church to 
take names of parishioners wishing to contribute or 
parishioners wishing to renew their contribution.  
 
There are several ways you can make a contribution ï 
weekly envelope collection ï a special envelope for once 
off or several times in the year ï Direct Debit.  
 
A Direct Debi t  system is now in place for the parish 
and we anticipate a start-up date beginning Jan. 1st 
2009.  
Applications Forms for Direct Debit  payments will 
be available from the Parish Office. 
 

 
Family Offering ï Planned Giving Envelopes:  
As mentioned last week we are endeavouring to increase 
the numbers contributing to the Family Offering or 
Envelops Collection to meet the demands for the coming 
year and beyond.  After each Mass on next weekend 
collectors will be available at the end of the church to 
take names of new parishioners wishing to help or 
parishioners wishing to renew their contribution.  
There are several ways you can make a contribution ï 
weekly envelope collection ï a special envelope for once 
off or several times in the year ï Direct Debit.  
A Direc t Debit  system is now in place for the parish 
and we anticipate a start-up date beginning Jan. 1st 
2009.  
Applications Forms for Direct Debit  payments will 
be available from the Parish Office. 
As most are aware any donation of ú250 or more per 
annum, the parish can recover a tax refund on the 
monies donated.  
 
Direct Debit Payments : 
A Direct Debit  system is now in place for the parish 
and we anticipate a start-up date beginning Jan. 1st 
2009.   
Applications Forms for Direct Debit  payments will 
be available from the Parish Office from Wednesday next 
12th November. 
Anyone wishing avail of this service can contact the 
Parish Secretary for details and an application form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After Communion say:  
Holy Father, I offer you Jesus living in my life 
and dying in my  death.  And I offer you the heart 
of Jesus in each one of my heartbeats.  
 
 
Special Mass for the Deceased of the Parish:  
The Special Mass  for all those parishioners whose 
funerals took place from this Church in the past year,           
which was celebrated last Wednesday  Nov. 5th  at 
7.30pm , was a tremendous success.  We had one of the 
largest congregations for this very special and solemn 
occasion.  We are indebted to the Parish Committee for 
their work in the preparation of this special event in the 
parish. 
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FREE  
 
PARKING  

 FULL BAR  
 
FACILITIES  

 

 
 

Christening, Communion 
& Confirmation Celebrations  

Elite Weddings 
Lunches, Dinners & Receptions 
Post Funeral Family Receptions 

Opening Hours  
Tuesday ï Saturday: 4pm till late  

Sundays & Bank H olidays: 1pm till late  
Alternative hours available on request  

 

Call us Now on  (01) 8512241  
16 Maypark, Malahide Road,  

Donnycarney, Dublin 5.  
info@celestinesbrasserie.com  

www.celestinesbrasserie.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Important Notice to Parents and Guardians:  
During Mass Times would parents/guardians 
ensure that children are accompanied if availing 
of the bathroom facilities.    Thanking you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anniversary Masses:  
If you require an Anniversary Mass, please check in the 
sacristy with the Priest or the Sacristan after Mass times 
or phone 8316016. 
 
 
 
 
Coffee Morning ï as Gaeilge:  
A Coffee Morning ï as Gaeilge will take place in Le 
Cheile Community on Thursdays from 10.15 ï 11.00.  
No charge.  Contact Tina Walsh 832 8 296   
 

 

Family Mass:  
Will take place this 
Sunday 10 th  July  
at 10.30am. 
We look forward to 
having a large 
group for this 
Family Mass.  

 
Refreshments will be served immediately after the Mass. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nationa l Eucharistic Congress ï Knock 2011:  
Next year 2012 , Dublin will host the 50 th  
International Eucharistic Congress  and in 
preparation, a National Eucharistic Congress  will be 
held in Knock  on Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th June.  

mailto:info@celestinesbrasserie.com
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To have Donnycarney  represented we are asking 
parishioners interested in attending on Saturday 25 th 
June to leave their names with the Parish Secretary and 
depending on numbers we will organise a coach for this 
special occasion.  It will require an early start as some of 
the ceremonies start at 12 Noon. 
 
 

 

Coffee Morning  
As 

Gaeilge  

 

 
 
Volunteers required:  
3,000  volunteers will be needed in preparation for and 
for the Congress itself across many areas including 
administration, meet and greet, venue managers, I.T., 
medical, general help and support.  See notice in Church 
porch or pick up a leaflet at the back of the church.   
Contact: Volunteer Department, volunteer@iec2012.ie 
or phone 207 1840  
 
 

QUESTIONS PEOPLE ASK  

Q.   None  of my children, all grown -ups, go to 
Mass, nor do their children.  They say that it is 
only a matter of time before the Catholic Church 
becomes extinct in Ireland.   How can I answer 
them ? 

A.  Surveys show that very close to 50% of Irish 
Catholics go to Mass every week, a stunning figure.  That 
means two million people at Mass in Ireland this 
weekend.  Hardly a sign of extinction.  I read somewhere 
that Chesterton said that there were five occasions in 
history when the Church went to the dogs.  But it was the 
dogs who died!  óOn this rock I will build my 
Church and the gates of the underworld will 
never hold out against itô. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
An invitation to attend these tal ks is extended to 
everyone in the three communities. 

Additional information will be continued in future 
newsletters. 
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place on 
next Friday 17 th  June immediately after the 10am 
Mass and will conclude at 7.15pm  and followed by Holy 
Mass at 7.30pm . 
 
 

 

 

International  
Eucharistic  

Congress  
2012   
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 Exposition of the 
Blessed 
Sacrament : 
ñWhere two or three 
are gat hered in my 
name, I am there 
among themò 
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will take place 
on next Friday 13 th  May       
immediately after the 
10am Mass.  
The Exposition  will 
conclude at 7.15 pm  and 
Holy Mass  at 7.30pm .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Family Mass:  
Will take place this  
Sunday 8 th  May  at 
10.30am. 
We look forward to 
having a large 
group for this 
Family Mass.  
  

Refreshments will be served immediately after the Mass. 
 

Receipts for Easter Dues : 
Receipts will issued and delivered over the next week to 
all those who have sent in their Easter Dues. 
 
 
 
 

 

10 Day Pilgrimage to the Holy Land:  
 

Direct from Dublin with  

Fr. Padraig Gleeson as Spiritual Director . 

 
28 th  Oct. ï 6 th  Nov. 2011  

 

10 days - ú1,075 pps incl. half -board  
accommodation and all taxes.  

 
For information contact Eileen Carey  

tel. 087 230 5946.  
See notice board in porch.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
  

Easter Sunday  ï 24 th  April  

3 Course  Lunch - ú25 pp 

Easter Eggs for All  

First Sitting  12.45pm  

 

Open on Easter Monday  

From 1.00pm   

 

Special Occasions  

Alternative Opening  

Hours Available  

Full Bar Facilities  

Free Parking  

 

Call us Now on  (01) 8512241  
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16 Maypark, Malahide Road,  

Donnycarney, Dub lin 5.  

 
info@celestinesbrasserie.com  

 www.celestinesbrasserie.com 

 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society:  
The St Vincent de Paul Society wishes to thank all who 
contributed to the collection on Holy Thursday  
evening, which amounted to ú1,0 40 .   
 
After Communion say:  
Holy Father, I offer you Jesus living in my life 
and dying in my death.  And I offer you the heart 
of Jesus in each one of my heartbeats  
 
 
 
 
Flowers for the Altar  and Shrine areas for Easter  
Donation envelopes for this purpose are available at the 
front of the church and can be handed into the sacristy 
 
Tax Relief Refund:  
Parishioners will be glad to hear that we have received a 
cheque from the Tax Office for ú12,157.76 in respect of 
those parishioners who signed Tax Forms for donations 
made during 2007.  Our grateful thanks to all.  
 
 
 
 

 

Motherôs Day Special 

Sunday 03 rd  April  

4 Course Meal ú25 

Goodie Bag for Mum!  

Piano by Deirdre Oô Connor 
 

 
 

 

Easter Sunday ï 24 th  April  

Check out our Easter Menu  

Easter Eggs for All  

 

Special Occasions  

 

 
 

Alternative Opening  

Hours Available  

Full Bar Facilities  

Free Parking  

 
 
 

Call us Now on  (01) 8512241  
16 Maypark, Malahide Road,  

Donnycarney, Dublin 5.  

 
info@celestinesbrasserie.co
m  

 www.celestinesbrasserie.com 
 

 
 
Annual Lourdes Invalid Fund Collection : - 
The Annual Associate Collection  for the Lourdes 
Invalid Fund  will take place at all the Masses on next 
weekend 6 th  /  7th  June .  There will be collectors within 
the church to enroll you as an Associate Member of 
the Pilgrimage  and as such you participate in all the 
prayers in Lourdes during the Pilgrimage.  The funds 
collected go to help to bring invalids to Lourdes.  It also 
assists in 1 or 2 parishioners to go with the pilgrimage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flowers for the Altar  and Shrine areas for Easter  
Donation envelopes for this purpose are available at the 
front of the church and can be handed into the sacristy. 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:info@celestinesbrasserie.com
mailto:info@celestinesbrasserie.com
mailto:info@celestinesbrasserie.com
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Divine Mercy Sunday  
Mass in honour of the Divine 
Mercy will take  place in 
Donnycarney on this Sunday 
M ay 1st at 12 Noon.  
ñEternal Father, I offer you, the 
Body and Blood, Soul and 
Divinity, of your dearly beloved 
Son ï Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in 
Atonement for our sins and 
those of the whole worldò 
(from the Divine Mercy Chaplet)  

 
 
 
 

 

 
   R.C.I.A  

 
 
Last year Tido Semmler was baptised, confirmed and 
received First Communion during our Easter Vigil as the 
culmination of his R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) process.  This year we are delighted to have Betty 
Ogie and her son Uyi (from Nigeria) begin that process 
this week-end.  Please keep Betty, Uyi and their family in 
your prayers during the year ahead. 

Interested in knowing more about R.C.I.A.  Contact Fr. 
Pat or any member of the R.C.I.A. team. 
 
 
 
 
 
Multi -Cultural Mass:  
Preparations for our Mul ti -Cultural Mass on the 15th May 
at 12 Noon are well underway.  YOU CAN HELP.   
Can you get a photograph (preferably large size ï A4) of 
your parish church or parish/church activi ty from your 
own country for a display of Church Life around the 
world?  Return to Sacristy with details of 
country/parish/activity.   
We hope many people will wear traditional/national 
dress at the Mass.   
Can you get a good size flag from your country for the 
procession? 
Irish parishioners, ask your non -Irish neighbours about 
helping with photoôs /flags.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but 
whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; 
the water I shall give will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life. It is our Lord Jesus 
Himself who tells us that we no longer need to thirst. 
This statement is clearly not about physical thirst, but 
about thirsting for spiritual wholeness.  
 
Jesus is not inviting us to some kind of narrow religious 
bigotry in our thirsting. No, Jesus is inviting us to 
recognize that only God is worth thirsting for. 
Ultimately, life has no other meaning than doing the will 
of God. Perhaps we need to grow into that realization: 
only God matters in the long run.  
 
Special Invitation from the Hungarian 
Ambassador;  
A small number of invitations were received from His 
Excellency the Hungarian Ambassador for parishioners 
of Donnycarney to attend a concert and reception in St. 
Patrickôs College, Drumcondra on April 7 th  at 7.30pm .  
This to mark the Hungarian Presidency of the Council of 
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the European Union.   These invitations will be given out 
on a first come, first served basis.  Contact Fr. Peter.   
 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday  
Mass in honour of the Divine 
Mercy will take  place in 
Donnycarney on this Sunday 
March 30 th  at 12 Noon.  
ñEternal Father, I offer you, the 
Body and Blood, Soul and 
Divinity, of your dearly beloved 
Son ï Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in 
Atonement for our sins and 
those of the whole worldò 
(from the Divine Mercy Chaplet)  

We can celebrate this "Mercy Sunday"  by going to 
Confession and by receiving Communion on th is day. We 
can honor the Mercy of the Lord  by venerating the 
Image of The Divine Mercy , and by our prayers and 
works of mercy. 
 
 

 

 
Collection  

for  
the Sacristans:  

 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parish Readers:  
A follow-up course for parish readers will begin on 
Monday 14th March and on the following three (3) Mon 
days in Clonliffe College at 8.00pm .  Topics covered 
will include the readings of the Easter Tridium and the 

Gospel of Matthew.  The cost is ú20 per person of which 
the parish will pay ú10.  Application forms available in 
the sacristy.  Please complete and return with ú10 for 
attention of Fr. Pat.  
 
Dublin Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes:  
The Dublin Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes has 170 
places available for Sick Pilgrims .  Any sick 
parishioner interested in travelling this September can 
get an application form  from the sacristy.  The 
subsidized fare for sick pilgrims is ú450 but there may 
be some scope to reduce this for those who cannot afford 
to pay the full amount.  For further details: Pilgrimage 
Office at 8360720  
 
Saints Feast Days this week:  
Mon. 28 th  Feb. ï St. Oswald  
Tues . 1st  Mar . ï St. David  
Wed . 2nd  Mar.  ï St. Louise de Marrilac  
Fri. 4 th  Mar. ï St. Casimir  
Sat. 5 th  Mar. ï St. Ciaran   
 

 

St. Vincent  
De Paul  
Society  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celestines  
 
 

An invitation to attend these talks is extended to 
everyone in the three communities. 
Additional information will be continued in future 
newsletters. 
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 Celestineôs are proud to welcome 
you and your family to our 
restaurant for your childôs special 
occasion.  
We are now taking bookings for 
Communion,  Confirmation and 
Christening Day Celebrations. 
 
We also cater for post Funeral  
Receptions.  
 
Choose from a selection of Soup & 
Sandwiches, Canapes or Main 
Courses starting from ú8.50pp. 
 
Call us now on  (01) 8512241  
16 Maypark, Malahide Road,  
Donnycarney, Dublin 5.  
info@celestinesbrasserie.com  

 www.celestinesbrasserie.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Celestineôs are proud to welcome 
you and your family to our 
Restaurant for your childôs special 
occasion in 2011.  
 
We are now taking bookings for 
Communion and  Confirmation 
Lunch/Dinner.  
 
Christening Day Lunch/Dinner 
bookings also available. 
 
We also cater for post Funeral 
Lunch/Dinner.  
 
Call us on 01 8512241  

/ www.celestinesbrasserie.com 
16 Maypark, Malahide Road  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

nnual Exhibition of Paintings:  
 

 

Central  
 

Remedial  
 

Clinic   

Next Saturday and Sunday 26 th  & 27 Th  February  the 
Annual Exhibition of Paintings will take lace in the 
Central Remedial Clinic  on Vernon Ave. from 
11.00am ï 7.00pm  on Saturday and 11.00am ï 
5.00pm  on Sunday.  Admission Free  
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:info@celestinesbrasserie.com
http://www.celestinesbrasserie.com/
http://www.celestinesbrasserie.com/
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Celestineôs are proud to 
welcome you and your family 
to our Restaurant for your 
childôs special occasion in 
2011.  
 
We are now taking bookings 
for Communion and  
Confirmation Lunch/Dinner.  
 
Christening Day 
Lunch/Dinner bookings also 
available. 
 
We also cater for post Funeral 
Lunch/Dinner.  
 
Call us on 01 8512241 

/ www.celestinesbrasserie.c

om 
16 Maypark, Malahide Road,  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent probably originated with the pre -Easter 

baptismal rituals of catechumens, although the 

number of days set aside for fasting varied according 

to region. Irenaeus (AD 180) testifies to the variety 

of durations of pre -Easter fasts in the second 

century. Tertullian (AD 200) suggests that Catholics 

fasted two days prior to Easter, but that the 

Montanists (a heretical sect that Tertullian later 

joined) fasted longer. However, the number forty, 

hallowed by the fasts of Moses, Elijah, and especially 

Jesus, probably influenced the later fixed time of 40 

days. The Canons of Nicaea (AD 325) were the first 

to mention 40 days of fasting. Initially the forty day 

Lenten fast began on a Monday, and was intended 

only for those who were preparing to enter the 

Church at Easter. Lent still begins on a Monday in 

many Eastern Churches. Eventually the West began 

Lent on Ash Wednesday, and soon the whole 

Church, and not just catechumens, observed the 

Lenten fast. The East has no equivalent to Ash 

Wednesday. 

The earliest fasts of Lent tended to be very strict, 

allowing one meal a day, and even then meats, eggs, 

and other indulgences were forbidden. The Eastern 

Churches follow this today. Now, in the Western 

Church, only Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are 

enjoined as strict fast days, but Fridays are set aside 

for abstinence from meat. Sundays are not a part of 

the Lenten fast, because Sunday is always a feast of 

the resurrection. However, the Sundays of Lent are 

still a part of the Lenten liturgical season in the 

Western Church, and the worship services tend to be 

more simple and austere than normal. They lack the 

Gloria , and the joyous "alleluias" of the Easter 

season. The Western liturgical color of Lent is violet, 

symbolizing royalty and penitence. Like Sundays, 

other major solemnities, such as St. Joseph and the 

Annunciation , take precedence over Lenten 

observances in the Church calendar. These days 

provide a break from the Lenten fast. However, at 

least in the current Western Church, Lent nearly 

always trumps the observances of minor feast days. 

Too many festivals take away from the simple and 

penitential spirit of the Lenten season. Certain 

devotions and liturgies have developed during the 

Lenten season, including (in the West), the Stations 

of the Cross. 
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Celestineõs are proud to welcome you and 

your family to our Restaurant for your childôs 

special occasion in 2011. We are now taking 

bookings for Communion and  Confirmation 

Lunch/Dinner. 

Christening Day Lunch/Dinner bookings also 

available. 

We also cater for post Funeral Lunch/Dinner. 

Call us on 01 8512241 / 

www.celestinesbrasserie.com 
16 Maypark, Malahide Road, Dublin 5. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donnycarney Community & Youth Centre:  
A series of new courses begins this February in Le Cheile.  
Monday ï 6pm, Fit & Tone, Tuesday ï 6pm Fitness 
Camp, Wednesday ï 7.30pm, Learn to Knit .  Each 
course costs ú25 for 8 weeks.  All enquiries to 8329676 
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